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HOUSEHOLD FEES AND CHARGES 
414. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I refer to yesterday’s leak of a spin document put out by the Premier’s office labelled “On the ground/messaging”, 
which states, “We will do everything possible to minimise the impact on struggling households.” How could the 
Premier say that with a straight face given the government is slugging mums and dads with an extra $3 150 per 
household over the forward estimates? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I think the Leader of the Opposition is referring to electricity, water and those sorts of initiatives. I think he needs 
to look back in history. He might recall that over the course of the government that he was a part of electricity 
prices went up by over 80 per cent and water prices went up by 80 per cent. In June, we handed down increases 
for electricity and water prices, which were very modest when compared with the increases that were put in place 
by the former government. In addition to slugging families with enormous increases to water and electricity, under 
the Liberals and Nationals — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Leader of the Opposition, you have asked a question; just give the Premier the chance 
to answer it. You might not like the answer, but that is the answer you are getting. If you keep interjecting, I will 
call you to order. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: In addition to slugging families with water and electricity increases of over 80 per cent, 
including some years when the increase was 25 per cent in one year, and in addition to inheriting — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: In addition to inheriting the best set of books in the history of Western Australia, the former 
government managed to rack up over $40 billion worth of debt. That is what the former government managed to 
do; it managed to rack up that debt! If the Leader of the Opposition is going to quote the forward estimates, that 
was in the former government’s forward estimates, my friends. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call the members for Cottesloe and Bateman to order for the first time. 

Point of Order 
Mr D.C. NALDER: We ask the Premier to redress misleading the Parliament. The debt when they took 
government was $32.5 billion. 
The SPEAKER: It is not a point of order. If you keep making frivolous points of order like that, I will call you to 
order. It is not a point of order. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Let us have a look at the forward estimates we were left. Does the Leader of the Opposition 
want me to quote the forward estimates? 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: To quote the forward estimates, Mr Speaker, there was around $42 billion of debt on the 
Leader of the Opposition’s watch. The member for Cottesloe is back there shaking his head. He is hanging around 
this place like a bad smell! He denies the Leader of the Opposition any oxygen, and all members opposite know 
that it is true. 
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